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Ar the EY of Ai el elefiion, 
it is not an uncommon, though perhaps a 
very improper meaſure, for members of 
parliament to addreſs their conſtituents, in 
ſuch terms, as they apprehend may concili- 
ate their regards, and ſecure their intereſts 
for re- election; nor on ſuch oecaſions, is a 
ſcrupulous adherence to tizath. .- juſtice, or 
candour ſtrictly attended to; facts are miſ- 
repreſented in all the variety of; colouring, 
and arguments directed to mens paſſions, 


B arc 


N A Las ne 2 


13 


are gencrally, for ſuch purpoſes, more con- 


_clufive, than thoſe which have their found- 


ations in found, and calm reaſon. 


Had your letter to the electors of Preſton, 


been preciſely of this ſort, your endeavours 
to ſecure your future ſeat in parliament, 


ſhould have met with no interruption from 


me; you might, in perfect ſecurity, have 
entertained your conſtituents with details 
of your wiſdom, and proweſs ; nor, would 
your abilities in the cabinet or the field, 
have been once called in queſtion: but as 
the letter now before me, ſeems much more 
calculated to obtrude yourſelf on the public, 
a5 an innocent, injured man of merit and 
conſequence, and to raiſe a cabal in your fa- 
vour, than to eſtabliſn an intereſt; in your 
borough ; ;\and as it has apparently a malig- 
nant, thougli moſt impotent, tendency, to 

*weaken the hands of government at this 
important eriſis, by inffaming the minds of 
the people, bath againſt his Majeſty and his 


miniſters, exciting them to ditcontent, and 


« „Se them with e e e e 
112. 9 en 8 and 


8 


4 


and want of confidence in all thoſe who have 
the management of public affairs; I ſhall 
beg leave, to offer to the world, ſome re- 
marks on your publication; in the courſe of 
which, I truſt, I ſhall be able effectually to 
remove theſe evil impreſſions; to diſprove 
many, if not the greater part of your aſſer- 
tions, and to obviate thoſe heavy charges, 
with which you have ſo very unſparingly 
leaded _— member of admigiifiration.: | 


However it may concern the alt * 
Preſton, the public at large, will feel them 
ſelves but little intereſted in the manner 
wherein you firſt got into parliament, or 
your conduct there; the opinions and acti- 
ons of one private man out of 540, can be 
of no very material conſequence. It is not 
as a ſenator, but as an officer, that you have 
been cenſured, and if you can acquit your- 
ſelf of blame, as the commander of an ar- 
my, whatever parliamentary line you pur- 
ſued before the Saratoga convention, or may 
think fit to purſue, after you are free from 


Jan e to the rebellious ſubjects 
4 10 7 %% ( and 


(30 


of Great Britain, will import more to your 
ſelf, than to the commonyealth, 


Of Aill leſs Le bs it to your fel- 
low-citf#ens, whether you had, or had not, 


ſeparated from the Firſt Lord of the Trea- 
ſury—Whether you 1olicited employment 
in America, or received orders to take 4- 
command there, or, whether you had, or 
had not, family reaſons, which induced you 


to wiſh ſuch a voyage could be avoĩded. 
Sufficient it is for them to know, and the 
fatal conſequenees will not eafily. ſuffer” 
them to forget, that you did undertake. 


it in the beginning of the year 1777, and 
having arrived at Quebec, put yourſelf at 
the head of that part of the army, which was 
ordered to proceed towards Albany; and 


aw ok A eee with Sir W Howe. 


©S &'% * 


y And here; heweyer dnl the Fr tq 


recur to tranſactions which every Engſiſn- 


man will wiſh to obliterate from his memo- 
ry, you muſt W 7 me, not as a.! caviller” 
er perulatiſt, but as a plain man of can- 
dour, to treat of your military conduf, as 


we y 


c „„ 


5 


well as of the principle on which you acted 

during this memorable campaign, and tho' 

where either the meaſures of miniſters ap- 

pear to be ill planned, or the operations of 
officers ill conducted, human error, and i im- 
perfection, will in many caſes account for the 
one, and unavoidable misfortune is fre- 

F quently miſtaken ſor the other; yet to in- 

veſtigate truth in all public matters is a pri- 

vilege claimed by every individual of the 

ſtate, and to impute blame, and render ap- 

plauſe, are rights Which will not caſily be 

| ſurrendered, 


Very Gott | aden if got before, your de- 
parture for America, the certainty of your 
ſucceſs was: confidently bruited by a parti- 
cular party; the return of the troops in the 
laſt campaign, was induftrioufly imputed as 

a fault to the able officer who commanded 
8 and the facility of carrying the pre- 
ſent plan into execution, with ſuch an army 
as was to be unden your. direction, was talk- 
ed of in terms, which did not imply a poſſi- 
Fa e of ee and at the commencement 
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of y your operations you ifſued general dtdhrs, 
purporting, that the army was expected to 
encounter every difficulty, and danger, with 
patience, and determined fortityde, and 
e with this remarkable expreſſion, 
15 THESE TROOPS MUST NOT BE BEAT. 


; From Quebec to Ticonderoga, except a 


ſkirmiſh at Trois Rivieres, (where inſtead 


of being intercepted, or cut off, a detachment 
of the Rebels was beat back upon their main 
northern army) nothing material happened. 

This fortreſs too, the Americans evacuated, 
wiſely drawing their garriſon aſide, for pur- 
poſes which were afterwards fully anſwered. 
A body of men being left at Ticonderoga, 
the Britiſn army proceeded with- ſuch haſty 
ſtrides, as to forget the enemy they left be- 
hind them, to Hudfon's River, which they 
unfortunately paſſed on the 13th and 14th of 
September, no care appearing, from any 
accounts hitherto publiſhed, to have been taken 
to ſecure their retreat, by enquiring what 


Was become of the Rebel troops in their 


rear, or their progreſs, by diſcovering the 


firength, and ſituation of the enemy before 


them 


Labs 


them . On the 19th, and the ſucceeding 
day, ſkirmiſhes, attacks, repulſes, and battles 
are repreſented, but unhappily victories ob- 
tained produced no other rus than honour. 
On the 21ſt, a letter was received from Sir 
Harry Clinton, with an account of his ſitu- 
ation : And the bearer of this letter, though 
be muſt be Perfectly acquainted with the country, 
and the di Hance, route, and Palſible communica- 
tion between the two Britt 75 armies, Was imme- 
diately fent back to Sir Henry Clinton ; thou gh 
the arrival of this meſſenger ſeemed almoſt 
6. providential interpoſition, to point out 


"the poſſibility of your Joining that gallant 
officer. 


5 X reſolution was now unaccountably 
taken, at a time when a ſcarcity of proviſions 
actually prevailed, without even the expec- 
tation of a ſupply, to remain in the ſame 
ſtation three weeks, in hopes Sir Henry 
Clinton might be able to induce the Rebel 
Gates to divide his army; and that time 


* See General Barge 8 Laren pits in the 
- Gazette, : 


; * 


19 LE! 
| 
bi was to be ſpent in “ i watching an eng, 
| | IJ whoſe numbers increaſed every day On 
C | te 7th of October, however, the army was 


again put in motion, and ſuſtained a freſh 
loſs, and on the 8th, after ſeventeen days 
conſideration, -.the neceſſity of a retreat was 
diſcovered, but it was now too late; in the 
attack of the precęeding day, . the entrench- 
« ments of the German Reſerve, commanded 
10 * by. Lieutenant Colonel Breymen, were carried, 
* and. though ordered to be recovered, they 
t never were ſo ;” who iſſued thoſe orders, or 
why they were diſobeyed, remains unexplain- 
ed, but the conſequence of this diſobedience is 
too obvious, the enemy by that misfortunegain- 
« ed an opening on our right and left; in plain 
Engliſh, they ſurrounded the Britiſh army. 
Thus was the expedition bagarded, though 


0 it is not evident to me, that it wat at firſt 
bl meant t0-be.ſ; it was ſoon after devazes, the 
bl neceſſity of which is not, in my opinion, 
1 arab any evidence at all. 
iſt 
| On the 13th. of October, after holding a 
W council of war, a treaty commenced, the 
W 
1 ' * See the General's Letter. 
i con- 
1 


— +a” 4 


2 
tondluſioh of which has, Tam afraill,! given 
fo rude a ſhock to our national credit and 
honout, as will require. the ableſt artificers 
that can be employed about the fabrick to 
reſettle and repair it. I wiſh to paſs over 
the humiliating detail of the ſurrender of our 
army ; my heart bleeds, when I recolle& 
the diſgraceful fituation of 3500 brave men; 
publickly laying down their arms to a force, 
which; however ſuperior in numbers, they 
had been taught to confider, as a lawleſs 
banditti, a Rebel crew, who need only be 
oppoſed to be effectually conquered. Nor can 
1 forget the: numberleſs paſſages in hiftory, 
from the fields of Agincourt, to the heights 
of Abraham, where numbers have been in- 
effectual to combat the united forces of 
courage, and conduct, or for bear to com- 
pare the glorious fucceſs of the one army, 
circumſtanced exactly like the devoted Band 
at Saratoga, or the brilliant victory obtained 
by the other, under greater diſadvantages, 
with the melancholy pageant of theſe un- 
fortanate warriors, marching; before the 
conquering Rebels, to ſurrender up what 

they held much dearer than their lives. 
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But let us turn our eyes from this ſcene 
of horror, to conſider the nature of this 
notable (I had almoſt ſaid notorious) capi- 
tulation, to ſupport the credit of which, 
much | pains is taken . in your letter, which 


| firſt communicated. the fatal intelligence, 


and much induſtry, and ingenuity has been 
exerted by thoſe, whoſe intereſt it is to put a 
falſe gloſs, and fair colouring, on an event ſo 


unpropitious. In the firſt place, I never yet 


heard, or read of a formal treaty between 
the General of any Prince. or People, and 
the Commander of any army compoſed of 
ſubjects in actual rebellion, much leſs did I 
ever hear, or read, of any loyal General al- 
lowing the authority, or rank, of any ſuch 
Rebel Leader; but though the Congrels in 
America had by law been declared a rebel- 
lious, and unlawful afſembly, and all thoſe 


vrho took arms under the authority of that 


meeting, Rebels to the Crown of Great 
Britain, yet have we ſeen a royal general 


treating with the chief of thoſe, who are 


under this deſcription, and allowing him a 


rank, and . which he could only 


der ive 


—_—_— 
RH - "L's 


6 


3 "IR this very unlawful and rebellious 
aſſembl ß. 


In the commencement of this extraordi- 
nary treaty, you propoſed your own terms, 


which were for yourſelf, your officers and 


ſoldiers to lay down their arms, and be ſuf- 
fered to return to Great Britain, on condi- 
tion of not ſerviug again in America during the 


prejent conteſt. Whether you were actuated 


by any particular diſlike to the ſervice you 


| .was. employed in, or whether you appre- 
| hended the fituation of affairs on that con- 
tinent, to be then too deſperate to leave even 


a hope of ſucceſs to the Royal Arms, 1 
cannot take upon me to determine, but I 
may venture to offer my opinion, and I doubt 
not but it will. be adopted by the unpreju- 
diced, that whilſt the moſt diſtant proſpect 
remained of the reduction of America, it 
would have been more prudent, more ho- | 
nourable, and much more advantagious to 
this country, that your army ſhould have 
been held in captivity, from which ſtate 
they my have been redeemed by the chance 
8 2 of 


(42 3. 


of war, than that they ſhould tamely have 
ſutrendered their arms, and purchaſed hein 
immediate return by the ignominious con- 
dition of being no longer ſerviceable to 4 
King, and Country, even ſuppoſing you had 
.confidence enough in your new friends to 
expect a faithful performance of the treaty 
on their part, which however, common 
reaſon would then have ſuggeſted, as fad 
experience has fince fully convinced Nou, 
was * no mans 0 be. relied on. 
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dilpoſed of, in (captivity to the- worſt of 
enemies, thoſe who being diſloyal to their 
King, and ungrateful to their Country, 
could hardly be expected to treat with com- 
mon humanity, the troops who had fought 
under the banners of that King, and in ſup- 
port of that country; you ſolicit from this 
unlawful aſſembly of Rebel Chiefs, per- 
miſſion to return to Great Britain, leaving 
your unfortunate companions to ſhift for 
themſelves, without the countenance, or pro- 
tection of him, who having made the treaty, 


conld only remonſtrate agaunſt any infringe- - 


8 | | ment 


E 


EY ment of it, and you arrived in England 
Y 1 | and viſited the Secretary of ſtate in full ex- 

» pectation of ſuch a reception as your.vazzty 
CTC. pardon the expreſſion, I ſhall have occaſion 
1 to uſe it again) prompted you to believe was 
F [- b as to the principle and zeal, which you 
—_ Xcho to apprebend had n your en- 
7 8 j ASAVQUIS, | 


= I From the 3 af this. viſit your com- 
1 3 plaints commence, all which I ſhall arrange 
= under diſtinct heads, that the refutation of 
3 5 ö them, or my remarks upon them, may be 
IE more perſpicuous, and though I may not 
- 1 follow them in exactly the ſame order, 
. wherein you have placed them, yet I will 


uſe my endeavours, that none of them ſhall 
remain unanſwered, or unnoticed. 


The firſt complaint is, -©© 7hat the Secretary 

* of State gave a patient hearing to your re- 
“port of all the tranſactians ſubſequent to the 
convention of Saratoga, and that you 
** was led by degrees, and without ſuſpicion of 
« dee, fo "aw e AY communi- 
cation 


4 gion On. your part, of fats, : obſervations, 
* and opinions, Wells very important 1 
* zebts.” 


To liſten attentively to whatever you had 
to ſay, was a reſpec due to your rank and fi- 
tuation; had the Secretary of Stete inter- 
rupted you, or refuſed to hear you, you 
would have every reaſon to charge him with 
want of politeneſs, and he muſt have poſſeſ- 
ſed very little prudence, and paid very little 
regard to the duties of his office, if he had 
not endeavoured to gain from you, every com- 
minication of fatts, obſervations, and opinions, 
which reſpeicd ſuch very important objects. 
That he ſhould deſire to learn all you knew, 
does him honour; I cannot ſay as much of 
your even hinting a wiſh; that you, a ſervant 
of the public, had. concealed matters, which 
you ayow were material to the intereſts of 
your country. If among your communica- 
tions, you opened any circumſtances reſ- 


pecting America, different from the ideas then 


prevalent in the governing councils of this king- 
dom, the Secretary of State no doubt, availed 
himſelf 


3 * ) 


himſelf of ſuch part of your intelligence, as he 
conceived might be uſeful; nor could he be 
abſurd enough, to hope to ſuppreſs your in- 
formation, or prevent its reaching the ears of 
the King, by denying you acceſs to him; 
the party to Which you have attached your- 
ſelf, take effectual care, that no conceal- 
ment, however neceſſary, ſhall take place i in 
matters of ſtate; the public newſpapers 
they well know, are univerſally read, as 
well by his Majeſty, as his meaneſt ſub- 
a8. 3 | 


Nen * 0 4 , . 3 j 5 


And this denying you acceſs to the King, 


conſtitutes your ſecond grievance, an etli- 


quette invented, as you aſſert, for the ſole 


| purpoſe of. diſtreſſing and diſgracing you ; 


5 * The foundation of which i in 775 or prece- 


4 & 


In point of precedent, I conceive it may 
be traced from the original inſtitution of 
courts- martial, and courts of enquiry, and 
the reaſons on which it is founded, will ap- 


pear from a üngle moments conſideration. 


A trial 


\ 


© 16 ) 


A trial or enquiry, implies a ſuſpicion of 
delinquency, and until thoſe ſuſpicions are 
removed by acquittal, no mat in his ſenſes 
will argue, un the ſubject of them is in a 
proper ſituation to claim acceſs to the King, 
whole receiving him at court, would at once 
convey a prejudging opinion of exculpation 
from all charges. No indirect means there- 
fore, were ufed to exclude” you from the 
King's preſence, you had by your dn act, 
placed yourtelf in a ſtate, which created 'a 
difficulty that ſtill ſubſiſts, and now produce 
that difficulty, as a trick of the Secretary of 
State, to prevent &« the clearing up ſome facts 
72 which were wiſhed not to be cleared up,” and 
what they are, be only can inform the woorld. 
This I confeſs, is a ſtile of accuſation aboye 
the reach of my comprehenſion, nor can I 
by any means. underſtand, how the Secretary 
of State only, can be poſſeſſed of as which 
= could have TOI up- 42 


The chicane which you” uppen the Se- 
# eretaty of State intended to practice againſt 
you, with refpect to the legality or illegality 
of a board of enquiry, could only be found 

zn 


EC 17+ }Þ 

your own boſords the board of enquiry 
BK deing ordered by the King's miniſters, the 
* Woality. of it ud be een by you | 


1 


1 foley - dre, 2429, 1 

fue next injury of which you complain, 
bat attemp:s were not  unthought of to 
1 = 7; ive you of your voice in parliament; and 
at 4 great law officer in the form of legal 
WT c045ts,' made à long and methodical argument 
4 | Ss your eee to any civil duty or 
ndtion. 
3 Not being a n I 3 myſelf i in- 
1 4 Pupetent to judge of this as à conſtituti- 
3 Pal queſtion, but the hiſtories of Greece 
a Rome will furniſh. you with. inſtances of 
4 be conduct of commanders in - ſituations 
2 palagous, though not perfedtly ſimilar to 
ours, becauſe they were under engagements 
3 natural enemies, not rebellious ſubjects 
their reſpective ſtates; from whence you 
ay form an opinion which has generally 
evailed in the world, that however the 
Natter ſtood as a right, decency ſhould have 
: I drbid your exerciſing it, whilſt you had ti- 
6 | D „ 
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ence to their orders 
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ed up your hands from ſerving your count, 
in your own profeſſion, and remained here 


under the comptrol of Rebels, with whon 


you had left 3500 hoftages for your obedi. 
—Still: leſs decent hail I 
been your determined oppoſition to the King 


miniſters, whoſe ſeverity, . or J 5 


more from picque, than principle. 


Your. next complaint is, That you i Wl 
t received from the Secretary of War, à ccni 
* tional order for your return to America, al 
«© That the miniſtry had kept a profound fie 3F 2 
©« both to o your ſelf and the public, reſpecting th 1 1 | 
« rat! ification of the convention; ” from when 
you infer,a deſign, t either to lay to your charg © 
Le: Jome breach of. faith with the enemy, or 10 7 2 3 I 1 
* nounce the treaty from the beginning, i - 1 
* by your, furrender . ta trans ner the 44 

e . cc 4 A 


* 


cn) 3 


. from the nation to your . perſon.” Theſe 
ns de oy bo cofer, hich, you be- 
oave can be produced from the hiſtory of natt- 
= T7 ons, wherein'an officer who had made a con- 
vention 11th an had been ue up 
3 I F totbem. 
5 1 1 This is a ſecond attempt to calumniate the 
4 Y 1 ecretary of State; on the ſcore of a dilemna 
ccaſioned by your own fatal act. The hiſ- 
I x Pory of nations affords no inſtance of a con- 
eention or treaty, made with Rebels, to ſur- 
eender to them the power of oppoſing their 
=> progreſs, or of an army giving up their wea- 


_ 
3.8 


2 4 1 7 Dons to fellow - ſubjects in arms againſt their 
overeign, on the expreis ſtipulation, of ne- 
1 7 | ver more oppoſing their unlawful . deſigns. 
9 ln ſo new a caſe, it well became the King's 
WE miniſters to act with the utmoſt caution, 
A : and after the moſt mature deliberation, as 
WS the conſequence of confirming your treaty, 
would be a kind of acknowledgment of 
RE fone deſcriptive power in the Rebels, to act 
= independently of the ſtate to which they 

_ -cd — and the refuſal to ratify it, 
"i would 


_ 
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would put in extreme dan ger the lives of all 1 x 
- thoſe who were thus unhappily placed with. 3 1 
in their reach.—Your apprehenſions of de. 
ſigns in the miniſtry againſt your particular 1 f 
perſon, are unworthy notice. © 


The order from the Secretary of War you 
call a conditional one, and claim from the 1 1 
impartial and the candid, A conſideration of 1 7 4 
it in its principel parts. Yet in the ſame 1 * 
paragraph, you anticipate the judgment you ln 
demand, by deſcribing it, as ſuppoſing «© 4 
te novel fperies M cruelty, within the power of 3 M 
«© tbe crown, exerciſed by men who were parties, 
e and againſt» the man, "they were called upon 
$5 by therri ſtation, and their Honour to- con: 4 
5 3 
171 umierſtand your meaning by this de- 
ſcription, it is, that the power of givin g or- 
ders to military officers, was juſt now aſ- 
ſumed by the crown, for the particular pur- 
poſe of cruelly compelling you to return to 
America, to alleviate by your preſence, that 
tee which had been incurred by your 
Takes | treaty, 


0 ) 


treaty, hen you choſe to remain comfort; 
ably in England; and requiring your return 
without giving you an opportunity of being 
tried, whilſt infinitely che greater part of 
thoſe, -whoſe teſtimony muſt be neceſſary on 
ſuch an occaſion, were faſt bound in Ame- 
rich, and not being favoured by the Con- 
| greſs, had no immediate chance of being 
here to tell Petr tale. . *. en 


£ 


1 


Vou next complain of attempts made by 
miniſtry,,* « to defeat qu enguiry which Was in- 
« fituted i in the laſt . n of parliament, and 
& hich Nane Ki at laſt, contrived, to leave 
4 abel. e Ven dn 
That B an enquiry muſt remain imper- 
fect, cannot be doubted, for the reaſons men- 
for a deſire tif any ſuch ee in mini- 
4ry, to poſtpone that proceeding. It being 
indiſpenſibly right, that information of every 
kind ſhould be compleat; that not being the 
5 kalt, — "OW wok e the juſtifi- 
u ne eic dit eruotts:: Kontion 
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fication in which you find ſo much ſatis- 


Why you ſhould at any. time after you 
had determined e nof to riſque your. health in 
* an American winter,” think the reſigning 
your commiſſions unneceſſary; it is as im- 
poſhble to conceive, as it is to underſtand, 
what ** the ſubmitting your Aale accounts to 
*the rigorous ſcrutiny of office ;* where all 
public accounts are, or cught to be, ſcruti- 
nized, had to do with your being ordered to 
return to America. It is ſomewhat extraor- 
dinary, that you-ſhould bade occaſion publicly 
10 declare, that ſhould it be thought expedient 
to ſend you back, and a. poſitive order ſhould be 
ent you for that purpoſe, you ſhould, as far as 
in you lay, obey it. Though you had at that 
moment an order in your pocket, which a 

generous mind would have found moſt ob- 
ligatory, but which you had long before re- 
ſolved totally to diſregard. When you term 
your being ordered to return to America, 
being ' delivered: up to the enemy, you 
forget that you had yourſelf entered into 
voluntary engagements with this enemy; if 

they 


1 
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they have acquitted you of theſe engage« 
ments, no ill conſequence: can attend your 
going back ; if they are ſtill binding, your 


own honour, if not that of the nation, is 
concerned in your fulfilling them. 


The fincerity of your intentions to obey an 
order even of your own dictating, will be 

doubted by all thoſe (and they you may be 
aſſured are not a few) who conſider the or- 
der you had already received, as neither de- 
rogating from your honour, as it then ſtood, 
or in any degree tending to your ruin; your 
embarkation in the year 1776, was to com- 
mand an army 3 your required return in 
1778, was to join one which you had com- 
mitted to captivity ; the occaſions ſo very 
different, we cannot conceive that your fecl- 


ings. were alike on both. 


Why you ſhould affect conſequence enough 
to ſuppoſe. a ſingle, man could be invulved in 
the diſpleaſure: which you had incurred, or 
ſhould. be excluded from any military prefer- 
ment to which he was entitled, becauſe he bore 
kindneſs and * to you, is beſt known to 


yvour- 
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yourſelf ; no inſtance being produced, this- 
part of your Ferſecuticn, n be FRnbdeard 
as merely 1deal. 


On the apprebenſi in of an invgf bon, you fa; yy 
Government were not ſtrangers to your intenti- 
ens to fight your own regiment as Colonel, t if it 
ſpoutd be ſo deftined as to meet the enemy, or 
to ſerve as a volunteer in the ranks. of any 
other corps, that - mi Zb. happen to be employed 
in that ſervice 3 but at this moment the refuſe of 
goals, and the gallus are pre eferred to you, and 
at the crifis, when it Was openly anounced, that 
neither a ſhip, or a ſoldier | could be Jparea ' from 
our internal de ſence, a 7 ſentence. of baniſbment 
W ſent you, a ſubm:ſſiom to ignominy required 
of you, and your ſword was virt ally broke over 
your bead. 


When you entertained thoſe intentions of 
fighting for your Country, and complain of 
cruel deſigns to triumph over a foldier's honour, 
ant! Fenfibility ; 'you do not mein to recollect 
the deteſtable tteaty by which, to uſe words 
quoted by yourſelf, © your occupation it gone. 
Under we kennen vou could not, 
1 n 4 wr o Nen Deng 
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rrendred your ſword to the Rebels at Sa- 
Wtoga, it was not virtually, but actually 
oxen over your head. 


_& Your actlitnatory proteſt againſt the pro- 
edings of the King's Miniſters, and your 


iitical Creed, are ſo perfectly conforinable 
bdbe doctrines broached by every retainer of 
=” poſition) from his Grace of Rd to 
9 _——— T———d, and publiſhed daily 
m Mr. Almon's Loyal Manufactory, that 
1 i would be equally unprofitable, and un- 
Lo leaſant, to beſtow a ſingle rematk on them, 


IJ 8 pr whilſt our fleets and armies are well ap- 
9 N dinted, and our finances conducted with' 


gality, and integrity, will the public 


fire to ſee the preſent Miniſtry removed, 


pr: the purpoſe of making the noble Dyke 
Wc: ctary of State, or the right honourable 
ommoner Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
: owever ardently ſuch a change may be ſo- 
ited by thoſe who want to participate in 
e Advantages of office, or by the Wiſe 
1 E Citizens 


Won fftently with the honour of the Britiſn 


x rmy, bear arms in its ranks; for when you 


Citizens of NEE: 1 ſeem not to know . 
what . want. 


„ That your auen! have been the mere reſult 1 
« 'of your own ſentiments,” your country has Wl 
now to lament, as it has, that the impulſe of 9 : 
honour, on which your refignation was made, 
| had not fruck your breaſt, before the con- A J 
| vention of Saratoga. That you ſhould re- 
turn © from the liberal accommedations of life Y 1 
eto aubich, (by the munificence of your gra- 
cious Sovereign, and the public) . you have I 
« been uſed, to the competence of a private gentle- E 
% man, is no uncommon caſe. Misfortune, X 8 
unſought misfortune, has frequently re- 1 | 
duced- the moſt worthy, from affluence to : 
poverty itſelf. The abatement of your in- 
come has been the effect of your own choice, 9 
or. miſconduct. ; 


' j 
v4 


. our correſpondence with his + Majety J 
Secretaries of War, or rather your letters 

to them, for theirs to you are official, and Wn 
contain little more than orders, in the'uſual i 3 

a form, come next under conſideration; bu Wn 
as s they contain 7 a reiteration of = 
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co your conſtituents, and a recapitulation of 


lt 1 A your ſervices, endeavours, expectations, and 
. giſappointments, I ſhall confine my remarks 


es ſuch parts, as ſeem to offer any thing like 
bew fact, or argument, in ſupport of your 
Wcatalogue of complaints. 


In your letter of the 22d of June, 1778, 


| ut ceredulbus in your favour, and attached to you by 
common misfortunes, æuou not find material 
( conſblation from your return in diſgrace, nor 
would conceive it poſſible, had the return of the 
—_ << :r00ps been in view, . that any perſon would 
SF © -2ve adviſed fo barſb an af, as ſending an 
aan, columniated, unheard complainant, 
ag rs the Atlantic, merely to inſpect their 
a embarkation.” | 


— 


: 0 It cannot but appear one of the moſt ab- 


ſurd propoſitions that can be offered to hu- 
man reaſon, to aſſert, that it was a wiſe, 
prudent, and neceſſary meaſure, to ſurren- 
der your whole army priſoners to Kebels, 


who on the moſt groundleſs, and frivolous 


mie grievances complained of in your letter 


IE you obſerve, © that the army you commanded, 


E 2 pretences, 
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pretences, inſtantly broke through your Ma 
treaty, and that it ſhould be fit and right 7 | 
for you to ſeek, and accept a perſonal in- = 
dulgence from this perfidious enemy, and 


avail yourſelf of the continuance of it, for 
your own private accomodation, and com- 


plain of the hardſhip of being ordered to 


place yourſelf in that ſituation wherein it 
was neceſſary you ſhould be, even if Go- 
vernment ſhould, in compaſſion to the un- 
happy captives, conſent to ratify the con- 
vention, becauſe it is too apparent that ſuch 
a ratification during your abſence, would be 


treated by the Rebels as incompleat, and 


afford them another pretext for detaining 
ſill longer the victims of "your impru: 


dence. i ; 


In your Letter of the gth of October, 
1779, you defire the Secretary of War to 
obſerve that the order referred to (for your 


return to America) &« 7s unuſual, as well at 


« cruel,” and you venture your opinion, 
« that it is matter of "ſerious doubt, whether the 
% Miniſters of the Crown, can legally order a 
6 ' Britiſh ſfubjet into captroity, at home, or 

& abroad, 
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abroad, without trial, or can compel an officer 
«« by virtue of his general military obedience, to 


« deliver himſelf to the priſon of the enemy, 
te ait bout any requifition on tbeir parts.” 


Whether the Miniſters of the Crown can 
legally order into impriſonment, a Britiſh 
ſubje& without crime, or charge of crime, 


is a matter of no doubt at all. The queſtion, 


whether the ſame Miniſters can and ought 


to enforce an officer by virtue of his general 


military obedience, to conform to, and on 


his part fulfil, engagements entered into by 


himſelf, and in whichhe ishimſelf perſonally 
included, may be anſwered, by aſking you, 


under what orders, and by what authority, 


the whole Britiſh army ſurrendered them- 


ſclves priſoners, at Saratoga ; and by re- 


marking, that the wretched engagements 
made there, extended only to captivity, and 
inactivity, not to a renunciation of allegiance, 
or duty, to your Soyereign. That the order 
received for your returning, .is unuſual, will 
be readily granted, no inſtance having ever 
before occurred, in which jt could have been 
iſſued. That if was. cruel, may for the 
$4 reaſons 
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reaſons above ſtated, be fairly denied ; nor 
is it neceſſary to repeat thoſe reaſons in reply 
to your queſtioning the ſecretaries of war, = 
to what purpoſe, your return was en- 


forced, , 


In the ſame letter yu requeſt it may be re- 
membered, that you are deprived of a Court 
Martial upon your conduct in America, becauſe : 
you are uot ſuppoſed to be amenable to the juſtice Wl 
of the kingdom; that the King is told you have 
drſobeyed his orders, in the very ſame breath 
that you are flated not to be amenable to him, 
and that by this doctrine, it ſeems ſuppoſed 
that you are nit capable of receiving orders, for 
the purpoſes of public juſtice, or public ſervice, 
but are perfectly ſubject to all ſuch, as have q 
fendency to your own deſtruction. 
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By your conventiun at Saratoga you ſur- 
rendred your perſon, as well as the perſons of 
your whole army into the hands of the Re- 
bels, and under the indulgence of a per- 
miſſion from them, you now appear in Eng- 
land. Should a Court Martial be granted 
you, and their opinion prove unfavourable, 
* | are 


* ( 37 ) 


are you in a ſituation to receive the puniſh- 
ment, their ſentence might direct to be in- 
flicted? Certainly not, your perſon is at pre- 
ſent the property of thoſe to whom you com- 

mitted it, and a puniſhment inflicted on 
you, would not fail to involve the innocent 
hoſtages you left behind you, in the con- 
ſequences of your guilt; yet your allegiance 
to the Crown of Great Britain ſtill remain- 
ing, you are certainly without injuſtice, or 
inconſiſtence, amenable to all ſuch orders, 
as do not compel you to act in direct oppo- 
ſition to your treaty, which cannot be the 


caſe, when You are n to return to 
your aA | 


þ 


That your 8 world in no. degree 
conſole your fellow priſoners. is admitted, 
but your returning to do your part towards 
removing the fetters, with which you have 
loaded them, can by no means be conſidered 
in that light, on the contrary it is a duty, 
which you ſhould have required no order to 
| perform ; ; and theſe unfortunate officers owe 
to you, the impoſſibility of their being in- 
cluded j in any of the late numerous liſts of 


pro- 
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promotions, neither the policy or circum- 
ſtances of the ſtate admit of giving additional 
rank, and pay, to thoſe who have been, by 
you, rendered incapable of ſerving their 
country. 


1 


5 G 

Your dbſerverion „chat the treatment you 

have received is contradictory, falls to the 

ground with the foregoing ſtate of your 

fituation; that it is perfect uniform in prin- 

cipler of juſtice, equity and impartiality, is, E 
ſhould apprehend, made * obvious. - 


I have now nearly gone through as well 
your letter to your conſtituents, as thoſe to 
the Secretaries of war, and I truſt, reduced 
your whole formidable liſt of injuries, aud 
oppralſiens, to the ſingle inconvenience of 
your giving up employments and emolu- 
ments which you could not hold, without 
obedience to orders, that upon ſurmifes and 
apprehenſions, equally deſultory and giound- 
leſs, you thought fit to diſregard; the pur- 
poſe of which conduct of yours, as well as of 


your appeal to the public, is fully diſcover- 


able from the laſt citation I ſhall have occa- 


fion 


1 EN 
Wn to woke, herein you exhibit your fi- | 


1 inal charge, of * and 3 in- 
9 juſtice. | 


4 


You CIR _ indo would. not ſofter yeu „ 
2 proach the King's perſon to vindicate yourſelf 
5 . him, pho. habe held you could not have a 
court. martial to vindicate nourſelf to your pro: 
N RB and who baue done all they could do, to 
prevent your vindicatiug yourſe if to. your coun> 
try, by a parliamentary enguiry; are now very 
lematically defiraus of burying. your innocence 
TY 356 their own guilt, in the priſons f the enemy, 
1 |. . b:d of removing, in your perſon, to the other fide 
| re Atlantic, THE MEANS OF RENEWING 
e 1AMENTARY PROCEEDINGS! WHICH 
WT Ev HAve REA ON TO DREAD. | 


f * * 


F And here the Whole plot developes: pe 
e made a falſe ſtep, you are conſidered 
» the leaders of oppoſition, as 2 fit ſubject 
Hor them to work upon, and having firſt 
= you on, to expoſe your weakneſs by 
an inflammatory addreſs to the. public, and 
Je by this means, effectually prevented 
vou from deſerting, they x now intend to pro- 


"© duce 
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dace you as the immediate tool of their par- 
ty, to bring forward another parliamentary 
enquiry; to add to the liſt of thoſe, which 
have already been impoſed upon both 
houſes, by the virtuous band of patriots, for 
the honeſt purpoſes of diſtracting the coun- 
cils of the nation in this time of public dif- 
ficulty and danger, and diverting the at- 
tentions of his Majeſty's miniſters, from 
great and intereſting objects, to a defence 
againſt charges, which however ill founded, 
falſe, and malicious, muſt be oppoſed by 
fats, and obviated by ſerious eng 
tion. 


| That this 18 che uſe to which you are in- 
tended to be applied, admits not of a ſhadow 
of doubt, and if you remain in their hands, 
ie inſtrument of ſuch baſe deſigns, your 
country may ſtill be ir debted to you for fur- 
ther miſchief. To remedy, as much as in 
you lies, the injurics it has already ſuſtained 
from your conduct, let me adviſe you, to 
- ſhake off the trammels of a party, whoſe 
connexion can only tend to involve you in 
deeper ice ; return” inſtantly to Anie- 
| rica, 


* 


WT rica, and wait the hour of ydl F releaſe with 

- your fellow-ſufferers, employing the inter- 

va, in ſuch offices of humanity, as may ſoft- 
5 en the hardſhips they labour under, and diſ- 
4 poſe them to forget and forgive, that * | 
8 are dap dlpipe of your jppoſition, 


= But if you refule to attend. to my cit. 
5 0 land” perſiſt in your retirement as an eſcape 
from the toils and dangers to which the 
1 other courſe would ſubject you; let not 
9 your yanity ſuggeſt to you an idea of im- 
vp Ping thoſe heroes of old, who have alter- 
atehy exerciſed the ſword and the plough- 
bare, for they were accompanied in their re- 
rirements, by the glorious conſideration of 
wn aving preſerved their country; but youg 8 
in de imbittered by the m 1 
chat you have endangered, 
dhe win of vou 3 


AN ENGLISHMAN. 
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